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By the time you read this newsletter there will be 65 days or less until the 2024 elections. From the
hyper-local level to the American Presidency, our communities will have the opportunity to participate
in something so core to our identity as Americans, democracy. As a DC resident, my participation in
democracy has shifted. Heeding to calls to reach out to senators and representatives was core to my
activation in the past. It wasn’t till I moved to DC, over 6 years ago, that I noticed the gratification I got
from participating in democracy in creative ways. Art nights creating banners and signs, sing-alongs
during demonstrations, neighborhood beautification projects––these all had creativity and art at their
core. Art infuses in democracy the fostering of critical thinking, encouragement of diverse
perspectives, and promotion of freedom of expression. It allows people to question societal norms and
imagine alternative futures, which is essential for a thriving democratic society. 

Image Descriptions: Video thumbnails of Amanda Gorman, a Black woman in her 20's, reciting her poems at the 2024 DNC
(left image) and at the 2021 presidential inauguration (right image)

Art also plays a role in social movements, helping to convey powerful messages and mobilize
communities. By reflecting and challenging cultural and political realities, art can influence public
opinion and inspire civic engagement, making it a vital component of democratic life. Amanda
Gorman’s poems are a beautiful reflections of that impact.

Democracy goes beyond the voting booth. Democracy and culture are intrinsically tied, blurring the
lines of which one is shaping the values, norms, and identities that influence political behavior and
institutions. Movement leaders like Fannie Lou Hamer were inspired by democracy and used it to
promote social cohesion by providing a shared sense of identity and belonging. Cultural expressions
can challenge power structures and inspire social change, enriching democratic discourse, and
leading to more inclusive and representative governance. To quote Michelle Obama to energize our
persistence--”Hope is making a comeback!”

Image Descriptions left to right: three posters lying on the ground with messages about housing; mural on a brick wall of a young person in a
mask holding up “I love you” hand sign and wearing a shirt that says Douglass Commonwealth 51st state; poster about Giving Black Women
Their Flowers exhibit honoring female Black activists in DC; a crowd outside of the supreme court hold up signs about access to healthcare. 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/fannie-lou-hamer


The Arts Impact Explorer (formerly known as the Social Impact Explorer) is a great case-
making and inspiration tool. Fact Sheets are being updated based on projects added to the
local projects database. This summer our Grinnell College intern, Liv Hage, spent her time
researching and updating the Arts + Political Activation and Arts + Civic Dialogue fact sheets
to activate local arts agencies and their communities during this election cycle. 
Through her research, Liv was able to discover great local examples like:

Sugarland Civic Art Program: Combines public art and community engagement to facilitate
civic dialogue. Through incorporating community responses and priorities into their
comprehensive plan, the program aims to integrate accessible art into every day life.
Boulder County Arts Alliance: Acts to inform the creative community about legislative decisions
impacting the arts, while encouraging voter registration and contact with policy makers. 
Chicago Artists for Action: Nonprofit that uses performance and song to support social justice
initiatives and change. Besides providing voice training year-round to Chicago residents, the
organization aims to use their collective voices for justice.
Center for Performance and Civic Practice: Supports place-based project teams comprised of
an individual artist and a civic partner to conceive and execute a small-scale, local, arts-
based project, created in response to an expressed need by the community. 

Check out the fact sheets for impact points, examples of 
practice and research, plus other organizations to learn about!

*UPDATED*
Arts + Political Activation   and   Arts + Civic Dialogue 

Arts Impact Explorer Fact Sheets

 Resources just for YOU!

Image Description: first page of arts and political
activation fact sheet with overview and impact points

Image Description: first page of arts and civic
dialogue fact sheet with overview and impact points

https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/explorer
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/local-projects
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/Arts%20%2B%20Political%20Activation_FINAL.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Arts%20%2B%20Civic%20Dialogue_Final%20.pdf
https://www.sugarlandtx.gov/1555/Public-Art-Program
https://bouldercountyarts.org/advocacy
https://chicagoartistsforaction.org/
https://www.thecpcp.org/
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/Arts%20%2B%20Political%20Activation_FINAL.pdf
https://ww2.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Arts%20%2B%20Civic%20Dialogue_Final%20.pdf


Join the ArtsVote 2024: Make Your Vote Count campaign to maximize voter turnout
among artists and arts advocates. The Arts Action Fund has launched the ArtsVote 2024
Election Resource Hub, featuring everything from customized state election factsheets to
engaging social media graphics. Election laws are different in every state and many have
revised their laws since the last big election. Unfortunately, some states have made it
harder to vote, thereby suppressing voter turnout. Together, we can prevent this!

Explore our new ArtsVote 2024 Election Resource Hub to find the ArtsVote Pledge,
customized State Voter Factsheets, state voter deadlines, social media toolkits, the Arts
Action Fund's Federal Candidate Arts Survey, the draft of the DNC Arts & Humanities
Platform, ArtsVote Store, and more. We will be continuously adding more resources for
you to use and share, so stay tuned! You can start by taking three actions to make your
vote count. 

MORE  Resources just for YOU!

Register for Upcoming Free Arts Action Fund Virtual Events:
 

Office Hours with Nina
 Friday, October 4, 2024 @ 11:00 a.m. ET

 Arts Insider Political Briefing 
 Monday, September 30, 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. ET

 ArtsVote 2024: How to Make Your Vote Count Webinar
Thursday, September 5, 2024 @ 3:00 p.m. ET

*When you post on social media, tag the AAF on all platforms @ArtsActionFund and #ArtsVote. 

Image Description: ArtsVote 2024 banner features the logo designed by Artists Committee member Shepard Fairey of a fist
proudly holding up a flower with a paint brush as its stem

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsactionfund.org%2FArtsVote&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058466741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vTBJujzVvDRst7HdjXt0zwDjEaGZOuidb1CYCevCM28%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsactionfund.org%2FArtsVote&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058466741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vTBJujzVvDRst7HdjXt0zwDjEaGZOuidb1CYCevCM28%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsactionfund.org%2FArtsVote&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058472697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RWvs9MNRJwqOzyMYlHoAbWGEgbYtuHe15x8bUAZ1EoE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.artsactionfund.org%2FOfficeHoursNina&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058502031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MVWeKFPrTmIk6srvOX%2FFXXTT%2FvDiteicBpJk3UqDCXg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeyF36byxkuUILQkoMiUeYG25DrjWj5lvkcfGEovBTWIE7tfg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058496279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lgkHCW792vd0XQAwDiYRQ0pbadfhKW4WhbIIZtkwXug%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeyF36byxkuUILQkoMiUeYG25DrjWj5lvkcfGEovBTWIE7tfg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058496279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lgkHCW792vd0XQAwDiYRQ0pbadfhKW4WhbIIZtkwXug%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeyF36byxkuUILQkoMiUeYG25DrjWj5lvkcfGEovBTWIE7tfg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058496279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lgkHCW792vd0XQAwDiYRQ0pbadfhKW4WhbIIZtkwXug%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsusa.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_okkklkcTTgmTRS-8bUoJCQ&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058490412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GwITfucS8fCqnGXUw2grKeOtFaTeU4kUdJMJ9UX9Yvc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsusa.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_okkklkcTTgmTRS-8bUoJCQ&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C8399debd175f412ce4eb08dcbb9e9602%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638591537058490412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GwITfucS8fCqnGXUw2grKeOtFaTeU4kUdJMJ9UX9Yvc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.artsactionfund.org/Pledge
http://www.artsactionfund.org/Pledge
http://www.artsactionfund.org/state-voter-factsheets
http://www.artsactionfund.org/state-voter-factsheets


Artist At Work in Democracy

www.americansforthearts.org

Reminder: Americans for the Arts’ Convention will be in Cincinnati, Ohio on June 11-14, 2025. Registration*
will open on September 23 (and September 9th for members), but you can also get involved today!

mlyonswarren@artsusa.org | hflanagan@artsusa.org

R E A C H  O U T
F O R  A  C H A T

G E T  T O  K N O W
U S  B E T T E RLet's chat!

*Now is also a great time to renew your membership to ensure discount rates on Convention! 
Stay tuned for more information about Convention 2025 on our Convention Website.

Lisa Hicks-Gilbert is the first Black, and first elected female Mayor of Elaine, Arkansas. She is
also an artist. As part of the 2022-2023 Mississippi Delta region Artists at Work, she was one of
ten artists inspired by the power of storytelling and artistic interventions as tools for
preserving cultural heritage and providing progressive and inclusive platforms for
community building. 

Lisa’s commitment to democracy and justice intertwines with her art. As a descendant and
founder of Descendants of the Elaine Massacre of 1919 (DOEM1919), Lisa has focused on
educating, protecting, and preserving the history and stories of the Elaine Massacre. During
her time with Artists at Work, Lisa used her writing and poetry to combat injustices related to
education, health, environment, digital, food, and economics throughout the Arkansas Delta. 

Image Description: A Black woman with short curly hair and hoop
earing, in a black t-shirt with white writing stands in front of a fence
with a sign on it that reads “Turing point park honoring Scipio Jones”
and “Park Under Renovations”

1. Sign up for our Convention 2025 Newsletter 
Be the first to find out about all things
Convention! 

2. Fill out our three question Field Survey
Help guide the direction of Convention by
completing this brief survey. 
Survey closes on August 31, 2024.

AFTACON 2025

Artists at Work is a workforce resilience
program that employs artists to work with
a social impact organization and focus on
their artistic practice for a year.

Lisa launched the "Silent No More" multi-
media exhibit on the anniversary of the
Elaine Massacre, September 30, 2022, in
Elaine, AR. This two-day event drew more
more than 200 attendees, including over
than 100 students. The "SILENT NO MORE"
Exhibit is currently being expanded into a
traveling exhibit with a 2024 launch date to
educate the masses about the Elaine
Massacre, and to bring the untold stories of
the victims, survivors, and descendants out
of the silence.

http://www.americansforthearts.org/
mailto:mlyonswarren@artsusa.org
mailto:hflanagan@artsusa.org
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/8fd1871a5606491a942662c8a54d9980@artsusa.org?anonymous
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/8fd1871a5606491a942662c8a54d9980@artsusa.org?anonymous
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/8fd1871a5606491a942662c8a54d9980@artsusa.org?anonymous
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/8fd1871a5606491a942662c8a54d9980@artsusa.org?anonymous
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/8fd1871a5606491a942662c8a54d9980@artsusa.org?anonymous
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.artsusa.org%2Fmymemberships&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C885f4a30b1a4417ad7be08dc7674025b%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638515487862149741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4Le4OX70YE7B67ZGKrMTlmBbTa30tirYvFrtR1y4Wos%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fafta2025convention.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C885f4a30b1a4417ad7be08dc7674025b%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638515487862164170%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCJaD5rlNKERKrHo8HTglV%2BVjENwmaf1O4Li5vzALSc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.artists-at-work.org/mississippi-delta-region
https://www.artists-at-work.org/lisa-hicks-gilbert
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsusa.ac-page.com%2F2025ConventionEmail&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C885f4a30b1a4417ad7be08dc7674025b%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638515487862103863%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ycgKCOGYX6D7%2FpmKk0jTRzNYRNMmCQm1UldxC8OKhaI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DnvsCwzSc3UmiUeN0rhKuJS3kmRnNeZ1OpSHG6JZ3XAdUQUtKS0Y3MlZFUzhCMUhDTFY4RDhIUzE1My4u&data=05%7C02%7Cmlyonswarren%40artsusa.org%7C885f4a30b1a4417ad7be08dc7674025b%7Cc302fb9e9c3449dda251e374ae12ae25%7C0%7C0%7C638515487862119345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sQ4OodVh7Gew5egxiYpBMSe5LhuTeLLJZFw6LMlGLCM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2022/sep/25/descendants-voices-in-elaine-massacre-exhibit/

