
ORANGE LINING ART ST

Stamping Procedure 
1. Place concrete (screed, float, strike joints, edge,

trowel).

2. Register area to be stamped.

3. To eliminate aggregate from area to be stamped,
first lightly tamp area, then float
stamp holder/stamps in the area to be stamped
and depress into concrete

4. Remove stamp holder and t
stamped area to regain a smooth surface.

5. Place stamp holder and stamps
again and depress into the concrete with sharp
blows using a rubber mallet
Remove stamp holder/stamps.

6. Leave stamped impression
weather, prior to brooming the entire panel (i
was allowed to set-up for close to 4 hours with a

Portland City Standards 
Below are the standards required by
art stamping acceptance. 

a) The cross slope of the sidewalk should not be affected by the stamped
letters.  The cross slope should remain consistent across the art stamping
and should match the general eleva
beyond the art stamping. When placing a level across lines of text, the
level shouldn’t “rock” in any significant way. If it rocks, this indicates that
some of the surface has been forced out of plane by stamping and
trough has been created. Any troughing created by a line of text is
unacceptable, regardless of its location in the sidewalk zone.

b) For text stamped anywhere in the eight
plane surface of the letter itself must be a d
surrounding concrete. If the depth is ¼ inch or greater, it will not be
accepted.

c) For text stamped in the furnishing zone, the allowable depression made by
a letter can be greater than ¼ inch but must be less than ½ inch 
maximum.  If the plane surface of the letter is depressed ½ inch or greater,
then it will not be accepted.

d) Special attention needs to be paid to the amount of depression created
when stamping the letters A, B, C, D, G, O, P, Q, and R. Field observations
indicated that the “white space” created within these letters was
sometimes depressed to an unacceptable level, which 
created a low spot of about an inch diameter within the letter itself. This
size of horizontal depression within a letter will not be accepted.

e) Cracking of the sidewalk around any stamped letter

ORANGE LINING ART STAMPING PROCEDURE AND STANDARDS

creed, float, strike joints, edge,

Register area to be stamped.

To eliminate aggregate from area to be stamped,
area, then float. Then position the

stamps in the area to be stamped
into concrete.

Remove stamp holder and trowel over the
stamped area to regain a smooth surface.

holder and stamps on wet concrete 
again and depress into the concrete with sharp
blows using a rubber mallet, not using body weight. 
Remove stamp holder/stamps.

Leave stamped impression to set-up for a significant period of time, depending on 
r to brooming the entire panel (in one successful case, the stamping

up for close to 4 hours with an overcast sky before brooming

Below are the standards required by Portland’s Department of Transportation (PBOT) for

The cross slope of the sidewalk should not be affected by the stamped
letters. The cross slope should remain consistent across the art stamping
and should match the general elevation and cross slope of the sidewalk
beyond the art stamping.  When placing a level across lines of text, the
level shouldn’t “rock” in any significant way.  If it rocks, this indicates that
some of the surface has been forced out of plane by stamping and
trough has been created.  Any troughing created by a line of text is
unacceptable, regardless of its location in the sidewalk zone.
For text stamped anywhere in the eight-foot pedestrian through zone, the
plane surface of the letter itself must be a depth of ¼ inch or less than the
surrounding concrete.  If the depth is ¼ inch or greater, it will not be

For text stamped in the furnishing zone, the allowable depression made by
a letter can be greater than ¼ inch but must be less than ½ inch 
maximum. If the plane surface of the letter is depressed ½ inch or greater,
then it will not be accepted.

tention needs to be paid to the amount of depression created
when stamping the letters A, B, C, D, G, O, P, Q, and R.  Field observations
indicated that the “white space” created within these letters was
sometimes depressed to an unacceptable level, which subsequently
created a low spot of about an inch diameter within the letter itself. This
size of horizontal depression within a letter will not be accepted.
Cracking of the sidewalk around any stamped letter is unacceptable.

PBOT accepted standard
stampings. Located on
Avenue, near the streetcar platform
east of OMSI. 
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STANDARDS 

significant period of time, depending on 
n one successful case, the stamping 

n overcast sky before brooming). 

Portland’s Department of Transportation (PBOT) for 

The cross slope of the sidewalk should not be affected by the stamped
letters. The cross slope should remain consistent across the art stamping

tion and cross slope of the sidewalk
beyond the art stamping. When placing a level across lines of text, the
level shouldn’t “rock” in any significant way. If it rocks, this indicates that
some of the surface has been forced out of plane by stamping and that
trough has been created. Any troughing created by a line of text is
unacceptable, regardless of its location in the sidewalk zone.

foot pedestrian through zone, the 
epth of ¼ inch or less than the 

surrounding concrete. If the depth is ¼ inch or greater, it will not be

For text stamped in the furnishing zone, the allowable depression made by
a letter can be greater than ¼ inch but must be less than ½ inch
maximum. If the plane surface of the letter is depressed ½ inch or greater,

tention needs to be paid to the amount of depression created
when stamping the letters A, B, C, D, G, O, P, Q, and R. Field observations 
indicated that the “white space” created within these letters was 

subsequently 
created a low spot of about an inch diameter within the letter itself.  This 
size of horizontal depression within a letter will not be accepted. 

is unacceptable. 

ccepted standard for 
. Located on Old Water 

Avenue, near the streetcar platform 

www.or

%XVWHU�6LPSVRQ�_�EXVWHU#EXVWHUVLPSVRQ�QHW 3HJ�%XWOHU�_�SHJ#SHJEXWOHU�QHW










