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The 2007-2008 Public Art Great Ideas Competition

About the Arts Council of Indianapolis 

The Arts Council of Indianapolis exists to advance and promote the arts through funding, advocacy, business, artistic and technical assistance, public and private support, and technology. 

As a result of our efforts, artists can make a viable living, arts organizations flourish, a broad menu of arts programming including professional and amateur endeavors is available, and the community is enhanced through increased economic development activity. 

To better accomplish its mission and more fully realize its vision, the Council has identified four key strategic initiatives:

· A greater focus on arts advocacy which emphasizes the value of meaningful art in the community

· Increasing the value of the arts in our community by focusing greater support via funding, programs and services for professional artists and arts organizations

· A long-term approach to increasing the value of the arts in the community through the development and cultivation of diverse, new audiences

· Implementation of organizational enhancements designed to establish new funding opportunities and to further the operational efficiency and effectiveness necessary to ensure the Council’s continued viability as the community’s leading arts advocate

Visit us on-line at www.indyarts.org to learn more. 

About the Arts Council’s Public Art Indianapolis Program

By bringing art outside the traditional context of museums and galleries, Public Art Indianapolis benefits the community and its visitors by increasing access to art, extending our cultural institutions’ reach beyond their campuses, and providing artists with opportunities to expand their artistic practice and market. The program has a commitment to work with both emerging and established artists, galleries, and museums to produce high quality, innovative, and creative art projects and exhibitions in public spaces in Indianapolis.  
In 2004 the Arts Council of Indianapolis, with the support of the Indianapolis Cultural Development Commission and Mayor Bart Peterson’s office, launched the Public Art Indianapolis program. After taking part in establishing a database of artists working in Central Indiana and a weekly e-blast to those artists publishing opportunities on the local, regional, and national level, the program simultaneously organized and produced Tom Otterness in Indianapolis, a six month public exhibition of 25 bronze sculptures by Tom Otterness as well as the Great Ideas Competition for artists working in the state of Indiana. September 2006 marked the opening of Julian Opie: Signs, the British artist’s largest public project to date that brought 11 art installations to the city; six pre-existing projects and five new commissions. In addition, the program produces projects by artists living in Indiana though the Picture Windows: Urban Interpretations program that turns over vacant street-level window spaces to artist, as well as a partnership to bring written and spoken word projects to users of public transportation. In late 2006, the Arts Council was contracted to manage a $2 million budget and provide public art curatorial and project management on the Indianapolis Cultural Trail, a dedicated bike and pedestrian pathway being built in downtown Indianapolis from 2007 through 2010. 

What is a Public Art Project?

A public art project is defined as a project conceptualized by an art or design professional for a public space. 

Historically, art that is accessible to the public has been in the form of freestanding artworks or objects that occupy a public space, such as sculptures or memorials, or architectural embellishments such as carved facades. Functional objects such as benches, trail markers, tree guards, or manhole covers may be commissioned works by artists.  And now, in a growing number of cities, artists are working with architects, engineers, and landscape designers to create visually rich public spaces.  These include pedestrian and vehicular bridges, streetscapes, and canal banks.  All of these forms of public art make cities more interesting and unique places to live, work, and visit.

A public space is defined as a site that experiences a high level of pedestrian and/or vehicular traffic and is easily visible and accessible. A public art project may anchor and activate its site, enhance the overall environment, create a place of congregation and activity, or establish a new landmark and/or neighborhood gateway. A project may be displayed in an interior site but should be accessible to the general public during normal building operating hours without the need to obtain a special permit, pass, or ticket. Exterior projects should be publicly accessible 24 hours a day, or if in a park setting, should be accessible during the normal hours of that site’s operation. 

All projects commissioned through the Great Ideas Competition must be temporary. They may be multi-disciplinary, multi-media, and/or collaborative. They may involve movement, sound, light, technology, and/or be multi-sensory, as long as it does not pose a threat to public safety. Prior to final funding the project must adhere to all relevant city permitting processes and ordinances. 

Projects should clearly demonstrate the ability to involve and impact the City of Indianapolis, its residents and visitors, and demonstrate some level of public input and support. 

Competition Overview

The purpose of the Arts Council of Indianapolis’ Great Ideas Competition is to give artists living in the state of Indiana an opportunity to undertake the challenge of creating a work of art in a public space within Marion County. With the support of the Indianapolis Cultural Development Commission, funding has been allocated for the 2007-2008 competition. One or more temporary projects will be funded. 

Six finalists will be selected and given $1,000 for project proposals. Those proposals will be reviewed by the public and a selection committee and in 2008, up to two artists will be awarded a $3,000 artist fee and a maximum of $15,000 to execute their projects. There are three phases in the competition process. 

For this public art competition, the Arts Council of Indianapolis is using Slideroom.com for all submissions. However, all artists are strongly encouraged to continue to update their images and information on the Arts Council’s artist database as it is used on a daily basis by corporations seeking to hire artists. 

In Phase 1, In order to submit a project for consideration, applicants must create a user profile and log in to the Slideroom website. The Great Ideas Competition submission includes helpful tips and image formatting guidelines.
In Phase 2, 6 finalists will be chosen by the Public Art Selection Committee. Each will be given $1,000 to develop a formal proposal for a temporary public art project in Marion County. Formal proposals must include public display materials. Artists in Phase 2 will be required to work with the Public Art Project Manager to identify potential project sites and partnership organizations and to ensure public outreach. 

In Phase 3, proposals will be put on public display and formally adjudicated by a selection committee. Artists are required to participate in a public meeting as well as a private presentation to the selection committee.  

Based on the provided selection criteria, available funding, and final project budgets, one or more projects will be selected and funded for fabrication and installation. 

The competition is designed to encourage innovative and experimental public projects by Indiana arts or design professionals. Artists are encouraged to investigate the physical, social and psychological nature of the environment throughout the diverse areas of Indianapolis, developing projects that engage neighborhoods, community groups, and local businesses, and are relevant to the selected project site. Previous experience working in public spaces is not essential for selection in this competition. However, the desire and commitment to work in a collaborative public process is essential. 

Eligibility Requirements

Applicants must be:

· Over 18 years of age.

· A resident of the State of Indiana.

Final Projects must:
· Be appropriately completed no later than December 2008.
· Be exhibited in a public space with great accessibility to a broad spectrum of the public.   
· Demonstrate consideration of the diversity of Indianapolis’ residents and visitors with specific sensitivity to the audience that surrounds the selected project site.
· Demonstrate a level of public involvement in the project’s development process.

Restrictions:

· Applicants cannot have won the Great Ideas Competition before.

· A single project can only be submitted twice (two years) for this competition.
· All projects must be temporary.
· Projects must be accessible to the general public free of charge.
Selection Process

Phase 1 – Artist Submissions 

This will be a request for qualifications (RFQ), not proposals:

All qualification materials must be submitted to indyarts.slideroom.com no later than 5:00p.m. June 15th. 

a. Up to 20 images of relevant work for viewing. 1024 px x 768 px @ 72 dpi is optimal image size. File size should be under 1MB. Images over 1.5MB will be blocked. Saving as jpg is the key.  Video artists may submit 3 videos. The Selection Committee will view up to 3 minutes of the video. Contact info@slideroom.com for assistance in loading video images.
b) Statement of interest (up to 300 typed words). The Selection Committee will be looking for why the artist is interested in creating a temporary public art project in Indianapolis and why they should be selected as a finalist. The artist should state general ideas, possible locations, audience of interest and other general information about concept and location. DO NOT submit a formal project proposal.

c) Current resume.

d) Name and contact information of 3 professional references.

Phase 2 – Qualification Review – Select artists to create formal proposals 

1. Submissions will be reviewed by a selection committee and up to six (6) finalists selected and awarded $1,000 each to make formal project proposals. 

2. Finalists will work with the Public Art Project Manager to identify a project site(s) and relevant community partnerships and conduct community outreach.

3. Finalists will develop a project narrative, schematic drawings, a maquette (if applicable), and present an accurate budget for the proposed project. 

Phase 3 – Proposal Review – Commission projects. 

1. Finalists will present their project proposals to the Public Art Selection & Advisory Committees.

2. Proposals will be exhibited in the Indianapolis Artsgarden and online at www.indyarts.org, for public review and comment.

3. The Selection Committee will formally adjudicate finalist project proposals and one or more artists will be commissioned.

Great Ideas Exhibition

Final projects must be completed and exhibited no later than December 2008 and may be exhibited for up to one year. 

Selection Criteria

Qualification Review:

· Demonstrates a history of high quality, creative, and innovative work. 

· Exhibits the potential to work in a public environment.

· Strength and clarity of the artist’s statement of interest.

Proposal Review:

· Illustrates a high quality, innovative and creative art project that will enhance efforts to further art and culture within Indianapolis.

· Exhibits the ability to create a feasible project, taking into consideration issues of budget & public safety. 

· Demonstrates accessibility, and a positive impact to the project’s site. 

· Establishes that stakeholders, community groups, and/or neighborhoods immediately surrounding the project site are supportive of the project.

Final Project Determination

A conflict-free Public Art selection committee established by the Arts Council of Indianapolis will review qualifications and project proposals. This 5-7-member panel will be comprised of area visual art curators, artists, art administrators, museum professionals, art collectors, architects or other qualified art and design professionals.   

Submissions will be scored on a 10-point scale. The total score from the panel along with other panel recommendations will determine final project selection and total budget allocation. 

Commissioning and Payment Schedule:

All artists who are selected will be required to sign a standardized contract outlining the Commission Agreement. Payment schedules will be determined after the project budget has been finalized.
Timeline:

Qualifications are due by 5pm on Friday, June 15, 2007 to the indyarts.slideroom.com.  
Phase 1:

June 15, 2007: 


Deadline for Artists’ Submissions of Qualifications

Phase 2:

Late July 2007: 


Public Art Selection Committee adjudicates qualifications

Early August 2007:
   

Notification of finalists

Aug. thru Sept. 2007: 


Preparation of public art project proposals

Phase 3:

October     2007:


Public display of proposals in the Indianapolis Artsgarden
November 2007:


PA Selection Committee adjudicates proposals

December. 2007:
Notification of finalist(s) that their project has been selected for commission


Exhibitions:
Final projects must be on display no later than December 2008 and may be exhibited for up to one year. Individual timelines will be determined time of commissioning.

Contact Information:

If you have a question concerning the Arts Council’s Public Art Indianapolis Program or The 2007-2008 Great Ideas Competition contact:

Robert Evans, III

Public Art Project Manager

Arts Council of Indianapolis 

20 North Meridian Street, Suite 500

Indianapolis, IN 46204-3040

Phone: 317.631.3301 ex. 217 

Fax: 317.624.2559 

Email: revans@indyarts.org
Frequently Asked Questions related to cicf.slideroom.com

Q: Is there a submission fee to upload my images? 
A:  There typically is a $10 portfolio submission fee.  The fee has been waived for artists 

     applying for the Great Ideas Competition.  The submission fee will be paid by 

     Arts Council of Indianapolis.  
Q: Will I be able to edit my images after they are uploaded?
A: You will be able to rotate and organize slides after they are uploaded.  However, because 

the site does not have photo-editing tools, you must edit your images before they are uploaded. 

Q: Does it matter if I have a Mac or a PC?
A: No. The site is cross-platform compatible.  The only requirement is that your Internet browser 

     has Adobe Flash Player 9.0 installed.  If you do not have this version, you can download it for 

     free at www.adobe.com/products/flashplayer/
Q: How do I properly prepare video?
A: Only installation artists will be allowed to submit video.  Installation artists can submit one video and   

    six additional images.  You can download an .flv video converter, which will correctly 

    compress and save your video for upload. Many free programs are available for converting 

    video into .flv format. Limit videos to 1 minute in length. The thumbnail image for 

    video will be a standard filmstrip image. 

Q: What if I change my mind about a slide? Can I delete images that I have uploaded?
A: Yes. You can add or delete slides as you wish before submitting your portfolio. Simply click once on 
     the thumbnail you wish to remove and click the delete button on your keyboard. 

Q: If I stop half way through the upload process, can I finish at a later time?
A: Yes. Your progress will be automatically saved, and you can pick up where you left off at a later 
     time. Logging in with your email address and password will retrieve your account.  Once you have 
     finalized your portfolio and select Submit Portfolio, no additional changes or additions will be 
     accepted.  

Q: Is my information secure on the site?
A: Yes. The sites infrastructure was designed to be highly secure. They use industry standard 

    128bit encryption, password protection, and state-of-the-art servers that are protected by 

     advanced firewalls which are housed in a certified data center. 

Q: Will I be able to change my email and password?
A: Yes. Simply click "my account", enter your old password, change your information, and click 

    "save." The next time you login, use your updated information. 

Q: What happens to my personal information?
A: Your personal information is displayed only to Arts Council of Indianapolis. It will not 

     be shared with anyone else without your permission.

Q: Who do I contact if I have questions?
A: If you have technical questions related to indyarts.slideroom.com, please send an email to 

     info@slideroom.com.  If you have general questions about the application process 

     or the Great Ideas Competition, please contact Robert Evans at Arts Council of Indianapolis

     317.631.3301 x 217 or via email at revans@indyarts.org 
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